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CONGRATULATING FORMER STATE 
SENATOR WALTER JOHN 
CHILSEN ON HIS MANY YEARS 
OF SERVICE TO THE CITIZENS 
OF THE STATE OF WISCONSIN 

HON. SEAN P. DUFFY 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 3, 2011 

Mr. DUFFY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
offer congratulations to former State Senator 
Walter John Chilsen on his many years of 
service to the citizens of the State of Wis-
consin. 

Walter John is a World War II veteran, serv-
ing as a B–24 navigator in the Pacific. He 
graduated from Lawrence University in Apple-
ton, Wisconsin, in 1949, and began his career 
in radio and television broadcasting at WLIN 
radio in Merrill, Wisconsin. 

In 1954 he moved to WSAU radio in 
Wausau and was the first News Director and 
Anchor for WSAU–TV when it signed–on the 
air in October of 1954. Often referred to as 
‘‘the Walter Cronkite of the North,’’ Walter 
John was inducted into the Wisconsin Broad-
casters Association Hall of Fame in 2005. 
Walter John was elected to the Wisconsin 
State Senate in 1966 and served until his re-
tirement in 1990. 

During his time in the Wisconsin State Leg-
islature, he established a reputation for his 
commonsense approach to public policy and 
for always acting in the best interest of his 
constituents. He was recognized as a leader 
by his colleagues, serving as Majority Caucus 
Secretary, Assistant Minority Leader and, ulti-
mately, Minority Leader. Walter John has re-
mained politically active since his retirement 
from the Legislature, serving on the Town of 
Weston Board of Supervisors. In many ways, 
Walter John has been and continues to be the 
political conscience of the Wausau area. 

Again, Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to recog-
nize the many contributions former State Sen-
ator Walter John Chilsen has made on behalf 
of his fellow citizens, and I ask my colleagues 
to join me in offering him our best wishes. 

f 

KATE PUZEY PEACE CORPS VOL-
UNTEER PROTECTION ACT OF 
2011 

SPEECH OF 

HON. NIKI TSONGAS 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 1, 2011 

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably detained attending a funeral on No-
vember 1, 2011 and was unable to cast a vote 
for the Kate Puzey Peace Corps Volunteer 
Protection Act, a bill which I strongly endorse. 
Had I been present, I would have voted for it 
on rollcall Vote 817. 

I strongly support the Peace Corps program. 
My late husband Paul Tsongas served as a 

Peace Corps volunteer in Ethiopia from 1962– 
1964, and as Peace Corps Country Director in 
the West Indies in 1967 and 1968. He went on 
to become the first former Peace Corps volun-
teer to be elected to the U.S. Senate. Our 
daughter Ashley served as a Peace Corps vol-
unteer in Madagascar. 

Peace Corps volunteers brave many chal-
lenges during their service. That is why I was 
proud to be an early supporter of the Kate 
Puzey Peace Corps Volunteer Protection Act, 
which strengthens the Peace Corps and en-
sures that volunteers have the support and re-
sources they need. Volunteers deserve to be 
treated with dignity, empowerment, and re-
spect in the event that they are a victim of a 
crime like sexual assault. And, addressing 
these challenges will strengthen the Peace 
Corps as an institution and make it a program 
in which more Americans will want to partici-
pate. 

One of the challenges when confronting this 
crime is that victims of sexual assault often 
face blame for their victimization. This is one 
of very few crimes, if not the only crime, 
where a victim’s intentions and actions are 
scrutinized and questioned following an as-
sault. To address this, the Kate Puzey Peace 
Corps Volunteer Protection Act requires the 
Peace Corps to create a sexual assault re-
sponse team and guarantees that victims have 
access to a Victim Advocate. It further re-
quires that volunteers be fully informed of their 
rights to file a report, for treatment, for a foren-
sic evidence examination, for emergency 
health treatment, and for legal representation. 
The Peace Corps has already acted 
proactively to address many of these issues. 
This Act further codifies these reforms. 

We owe a great debt to anyone who is 
harmed while serving our country. We may 
never be able to eradicate crimes in other 
countries where our volunteers work, but we 
can change the way our institutions respond to 
them. These improvements will strengthen the 
Peace Corps and guarantee its success for 
years to come. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE RIVERDALE 
COMMUNITY CENTER 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 3, 2011 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, neighborhoods 
become true communities when people band 
together for their common good. In Riverdale 
this happened when the Riverdale Community 
Center, a non-profit, grass roots, multi-cultural, 
multi-service agency was founded in 1972 by 
the Parents’ Association and principal of MS/ 
HS 141, Riverdale Kingsbridge Academy, the 
school where it is located. 

Since then the RCC has provided cultural, 
recreational, academic and developmental ac-
tivities for area residents and students with 
many youth programs provided at no cost 

through the generosity of state and city gov-
ernment agencies, private foundations, indi-
vidual donors and elected officials. Each year, 
more than 1,000 children, teens, adults and 
seniors enjoy activities at the Center. 

Among the programs offered are an adult 
and youth education center with classes in 
wellness, languages, life skills, leisure activi-
ties, and arts and music among many others; 
after school programs for middle schools, in-
cluding a comprehensive, holistic program that 
focuses on the whole child and assists young 
people in developing a sense of competence, 
usefulness, belonging, and empowerment; and 
for high school they have programs designed 
to help teens stay in school and on track to-
wards graduation; a teen theater, teen action 
programs offering young people the oppor-
tunity to make a difference in their school and 
their community; and a career readiness work-
shop teaching valuable life skills that help stu-
dents identify careers interests. 

RCC’s primary mission today is the same as 
when it was founded: To provide within the 
community cultural, recreational, and develop-
mental activities and entertainment, instruc-
tion, athletics, sports and other wholesome ac-
tivities for children and adults, under super-
vision and guidance in order to aide and main-
tain the physical and mental health of the peo-
ple in the community, as a basis and prevent-
ative means of combating delinquency and as 
a means of bringing people together under 
proper supervision in appropriate sur-
roundings. 

The RCC is hugely successful in fulfilling its 
mission by contributing so much for so long to 
the community. I enthusiastically join in con-
gratulating this fine organization on its fortieth 
anniversary for the many and varied contribu-
tions it has made to the community, and wish 
it many more years of success. 

f 

IN HONOR OF WARREN EJIMA, 
TOM FUJIMOTO, ASA HANAMOTO, 
MAS HASHIMOTO, HIROSHI ITO, 
THOMAS SAKAMOTO, AND 
MARVIN IRATSU 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 3, 2011 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Warren Ejima, Tom Fujimoto, Asa 
Hanamoto, Mas Hashimoto, Hiroshi Ito, Thom-
as Sakamoto, and Marvin Iratsu for their cou-
rageous service to our nation during World 
War II as part of the Military Intelligence Serv-
ice, MIS. 

Established on November 1, 1941, MIS 
graduated 6,000 service members during 
World War II to provide critical Japanese lan-
guage capabilities to the American military. 
These brave servicemen and women provided 
translation, interpretation and code breaking 
services in the essential Pacific Theater, which 
contributed significantly to our nation’s victory. 
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Primarily comprised of Nisei, second-gen-

eration Japanese-Americans who faced crush-
ing prejudice and discrimination in the United 
States at the same time many of their family 
members were serving their country; this ex-
ceptional group has received honors and com-
mendations of the highest level. In 2000, the 
Military Intelligence Service received the Presi-
dential Unit Citation, the highest possible 
honor for a military unit, and in 2010 the 6,000 
graduates of the MIS were awarded the Con-
gressional Gold Medal, the highest civilian 
award given in this country. The Gold Medal 
ceremony conferring this honor was held this 
week in the U.S. Capitol and was attended by 
many of these courageous men. At the end of 
the war, General Charles Willoughby, Chief of 
Staff for Military Intelligence under General 
MacArthur, said that ‘‘The Nisei shortened the 
Pacific War by two years and saved possibly 
a million American lives and saved probably 
billions of dollars’’ during the conflict. 

Initially run out of an airplane hangar on 
Crissy Field in San Francisco, the Military In-
telligence Service was forced to relocate to 
Camp Savage in Minnesota in 1942 after 
President Roosevelt ordered the relocation of 
Japanese on the West Coast into internment 
camps. The language school continued to 
grow rapidly from its base at Camp Savage, 
and by 1944 had moved again, to Fort 
Snelling in St. Paul, to accommodate its in-
creasing enrollment. After the war ended the 
MIS moved to the Presidio in Monterey, Cali-
fornia, where it continued to provide essential 
language services to the Department of De-
fense. 

By the 1970s the Military Intelligence Serv-
ice’s name had been changed to the Defense 
Language Institute, and all of the Department 
of Defense language programs were consoli-
dated to the Monterey location. From there the 
program grew into the Defense Language In-
stitute Foreign Language Center, which cele-
brates its 70th anniversary on November 5, 
2011 with a ball in Monterey. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to be paying 
tribute to this outstanding group of Japanese 
Americans who selflessly served our nation 
during World War II. I know I speak for the en-
tire House of Representatives in honoring 
these heroes. 

f 

COMMEMORATING 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE BARBARA SI-
NATRA CHILDREN’S CENTER 

HON. MARY BONO MACK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 3, 2011 

Mrs. BONO MACK. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to a truly remarkable 
woman and dear friend, Mrs. Barbara Sinatra; 
and to celebrate the enduring legacy of one of 
her greatest achievements: The Barbara Si-
natra Children’s Center in Rancho Mirage, 
California. 

One of the Coachella Valley’s—and indeed 
the world’s—most revered couples, Frank and 
Barbara Sinatra founded the Children’s Center 
at the Eisenhower Medical Center in 1986, 
and this year the Center celebrates its 25th 
anniversary. On behalf of the people of the 
45th Congressional District, I extend my most 
heartfelt congratulations on this momentous 
occasion. 

Barbara Sinatra is beloved in our community 
for her caring and personal nature. Well 
known as someone who is just as comfortable 
running errands around town or attending 
charity galas with celebrity friends, Barbara Si-
natra is a community treasure, and I am privi-
leged to have this opportunity to call attention 
to one of the great women of our time and her 
signature cause. 

Dedicated to improving the health and 
wellness of children who have suffered from 
child abuse and neglect or who are consid-
ered at risk, the Barbara Sinatra Center 
serves today as a shining example for the rest 
of the world to follow. The Center exists to 
benefit children of all walks of life, but the ma-
jority of those served are the ones who are 
most in need due to either their economic or 
family circumstances. By their own estimates, 
more than 86% of the children who benefit 
from the Center’s services are below the fed-
eral poverty line. Having established the pop-
ular ‘‘Bosley the Bear’’ method of abuse edu-
cation for young children, the Center is well 
regarded for its innovative approach to em-
powering kids to recognize dangerous situa-
tions and learn how to protect themselves. 

Barbara Sinatra earned respect throughout 
the world for her commitment to ending abuse 
of our society’s most vulnerable members. As 
the spouse of one of the world’s most famous 
entertainers, Barbara Sinatra used her consid-
erable talents to help children in need and has 
literally devoted her life to this critically impor-
tant mission. Her work has been praised as 
groundbreaking and effective, and the Center 
enjoys remarkable support from the commu-
nity and the families it has assisted over the 
more than two decades it has been in oper-
ation. 

The list of philanthropists and abuse profes-
sionals who sing the praises of the Barbara 
Sinatra Children’s Center is long and illus-
trious. At the 25th Anniversary Gala being 
celebrated this month, two such supporters 
will be recognized for their contributions to the 
Center—co-founders Helene Galen and Nelda 
Linsk. 

Helene Galen is widely recognized as a 
leader in the philanthropic community, and a 
driving force behind countless worthwhile and 
charitable causes. Her support as a co-found-
er and President of the Children’s Center 
Board of Directors has been invaluable and 
provides the Center with organizational and 
fundraising guidance that only someone of 
Galen’s stature and expertise could impart. 

Well respected in the desert community for 
her business acumen and commitment to 
helping others, Nelda Linsk has also been 
there from the beginning. Ms. Linsk joined 
Barbara Sinatra in recognizing the need for 
building self-esteem among victims of abuse, 
and her passion for helping others by sharing 
from her personal experience and her gen-
erous financial support helped make the dif-
ference in the evolution of the center from a 
local resource to a world-class treatment facil-
ity. 

Of course, none of this would have been 
possible without the drive, determination and 
devotion of Barbara Sinatra. Before Barbara 
Sinatra, Helene Galen and Nelda Linsk estab-
lished the Children’s Center, child abuse was 
rarely discussed and there was little under-
standing of the causes and means to prevent 
this devastating behavior. 

The lives of countless families, most impor-
tantly the children themselves, have been for-

ever altered due to the tireless commitment 
and generous contributions made by these 
caring and unselfish women. Under Barbara 
Sinatra’s leadership, the Center has made a 
difference in our community and throughout 
the world. No longer is child abuse discussed 
only in hushed conversations and hidden from 
the light of day, due largely to their 
groundbreaking work, new treatments and 
strategies are being developed that will hope-
fully reduce this most heinous form of abuse. 

I am deeply honored not only to call Bar-
bara, Helene and Nelda my friends, but also 
to serve as their representative in Congress 
and to have this opportunity to call attention to 
their great work and the Center’s ongoing mis-
sion. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask all Members to join me 
in recognizing Barbara Sinatra Children’s Cen-
ter on the occasion of its 25th anniversary, 
and wishing Mrs. Sinatra and the Center an-
other 25 years of service to these most vulner-
able members of our community. 

f 

ECKERD COLLEGE SEARCH AND 
RESCUE TEAM CELEBRATES 40 
YEARS OF OUTSTANDING SERV-
ICE 

HON. C.W. BILL YOUNG 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 3, 2011 

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to recognize the 40th Anniversary of the 
Eckerd College Search and Rescue (EC– 
SAR) team, one of the most unique and suc-
cessful programs of its kind anywhere in our 
nation. 

It is a privilege for me to represent Eckerd 
College and to have seen first hand the out-
standing work of the students, faculty and staff 
who run the search and rescue program. 
Eckerd is a beautiful small private waterfront 
college with not only a tremendous academic 
reputation but also one as a leader in water 
sports and water activities. 

The Search and Rescue Program was start-
ed by a group of students in 1971 to provide 
safety services for the college’s water sports 
activities. By 1977, the program had become 
so successful and had attracted so much in-
terest that it expanded to provide routine and 
emergency search and rescue services to the 
Tampa Bay boating community. Since then, 
the students; who are trained in technical res-
cue, boating safety, seamanship, searching, 
fire fighting, de-watering, navigation, medical 
response, and piloting rescue vessels; have 
worked side by side with the United States 
Coast Guard and a multitude of state and 
local agencies to save lives and rescue 
stranded boaters. In fact, the Eckerd Search 
and Rescue team was one of the first units to 
respond to a disastrous shipping accident in 
1980 which destroyed one span of the mas-
sive Sunshine Skyway Bridge. 

Mr. Speaker, the students and staff of 
Eckerd College give back to our community 
many times over through this superb program. 
They receive and respond to more than 500 
calls per year and throughout the program’s 
history have handled over 15,000 calls for as-
sistance. This weekend, many of the pro-
gram’s organizers and volunteers from the 
past 40 years will gather to celebrate the his-
tory and accomplishments of this unique and 
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